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: DOCUMENTS
ACCOMPANYING THE PRESIDENT'S
ANNUAL MEBSBAGE,

REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER
GENERAL.

Post Orrice Deranrment, Dec. 2, 1841,
To the President ofthe Uni.ed Stafes:

In- the discharge of the duty of reporting to you the
condition of the Post Office, | bave 10 regret
:lm wmy recent hmnrn office will u.:. we

Tom giving yuu at thi -0
o i clear ;nlnmnh variows and

X uperations of a Dr!-wno important and

interesting 1o every class of our fellow-citizens.

Unlike the other Departments of Government,
which derive their from the National Tressu-
1y, tke General Post Office looks for the means w0

i and its operati Lie i de-
rived alope from a suceessful administration of the
laws prescribing its duties and privi|

The General Post Office, at first almost the ciea-
ture of administrative discretion, necessarily so re-
mains, .i'l'.‘lﬂ‘u‘l , at the pl:;ﬂpﬁn!, In its

¥ ] and vigilant superin-
tendence of its head to direct its wm'.‘?n mchp;m-
ner as lo I the sphere uf its useful
surate with the increaseand extent of population and
business. Equal, if not grester, vigilance is demand-
Byt g o NS
tis to i yimt al admiaistra-
tion of the Government, as little of discretion as possi-
&Mhhﬁwh‘l&uchu;ﬂ with public
trasts; and | regrel my acquaintance with the j:uh
of the Department, at time, in so limitcd, ns not
to qualify me 1o suggest more ally those im-
provements in the laws pertaining to it, whereby much
of that deseription, heretofore exercised, might be re-
strained and profitably roFuhtod by legislative enact-
wents. The propriety of these remarks will be fully
demonsirated by a recurrence Lo the history of the
Poat Otfice operations, from their commencement o
the present time,

Ip 1790, the whole n umber of post offices in the
United States did not exceed sevent-five; the number
of wiies of post road, 1,575; the revenue, $37,936; the
exponditures, 832,140, In 1846, it will be ween that
the whole number of offices, 1 the United States
was 13,488, the number of miles of post road, 156,739;
the gross revenue for the same year was §4,539 2 b,
and the expenditure was §4,759,110. ‘I'he necessity
of guardiog, as far as practicable, by specific legisla-
tion, such an auwunt of income and expenditure, and
the duties and liabilities of so many sgents must be
spparent,

An has already been remarked, the original design in
the establishment of the Pust Office Department was
that its income should be made 1o sustain its ofwra-
tions. ‘Fhat principle m:i:l never to be abanduned,
W hilsf ;hv DOPAHM“I: uld not be regarded as a |

ol i) 1 "
come an annual charge to its Treasury.
Upon assuming the discharge of the duties pertain-

it should never be-

ing to the office of Pustmaster General, my fisat object

was Lo investigate e fi il condition ; and it be-
comes my duty to inform you that | did not find it in
that prosperous stale which the demands upon it re-
quire.

The income of this Department is always liable 1o
be affected by the fluctuations of the business of the
¢ uotry, I s increased or depressed in proportion o
thei or depression of that busi

, other

Besides this cause ol fl 100 in its i
chuses of a reduction mose or less in every year, may
be found in the incrensed fucilities which™ the travel

ilroud teamb furnishes for the trans-
mission of letters and newspapers by private convey-
ance; secondly, in the great extension, to say nothiig
ot the abuse, of the franking privilege; thirdly, in
the recent establishment of what are n.nl‘.u private ex-
esses, upon the gr.oat mail routes of the Uniled
tates; fourthly, in the frauds practised upon the De-
pantment, in evading, by various devices, the payient
of the postage unposed by law. While all ot these
causes operale (o lessen the revenue of the Depart-
ment, the expenses of transporting the mail are not al-
fected or lessened by them ; and Fmpecu’ully sugest
whether the ovils to which | have 1eferred do not de-
serve the serious attention of Congress, so far as to
call for some more specific legislation, wherehy they
mf be removed or lupprrnﬂr.

"I'he total gross revenue of the Pust Office for the
fiscal year, commencing on the Ist of July, 1840, and
terminating on the 30th June, 1841, was $4 379,217
78; the totul expenditure for the wnme time was
$4,288 39. In this year the expenditures rxceedod
the revenue by the sum of $187 930 61. A stale
ment of I.hou:;pemlﬁlun;emuu il;}.lmla‘l:, will in due
time, a8 requ by law, be re Lo Congress,

The ise i and -'_F'm"‘ of IhE G 1
Post O cannot be known in any one year, until
the close of the fiscal year, and the settlements of all
accounts have been completed. Cunsequently, any
statement of expenditure and income, for the present
year, is liable to the fluctuations and ehanges incident
1p the peculiar character ot the service,

The expeaditures and income of the Department
for the current year may, upun estimate, be siated in
1ound numbers as follows :

Total amount of revenus derived fiom postages, fines,
and all othe) sources - ; - v

Expense of mail transportation - &3,140,000
i e

lo postmasters, if the rates

of per cenlage remain unchanged 1,005,000
Ship, steamboat, and way letters . 20,000
lucidentdal expenses, incluling banks,

slationary, printing, &c, . - 10,000

T'otal estimated expenditure - - §4,490,000
Total estimated income - - - 1480,

110,000

Thus it will be seen that the probable amount of
expenditure will exceed the amount of revenue, ases-
umated, by 110,000,

With this deficit presenting itself so palpably to wy
mind, | have essayed 1o infuse into the administration
of the service a rigid economy ; yet, with all the sav-
ings which it may be possible 1o make by the most ri-
g1d economy, | am satistied the expenditure cannot be
reduced within the ineome, without either reducing
e transportation of the mail below the just wanta ol
the community, or in some uther mode increasing (he
tevenne of the Department,

To continue the t of service, and ex-
tend it with the growth and spread of our population,
particularly in the West, the present 1evenue, with
its former charges, is evidently inadequate, and a re-
Jduction of thal service greally below ils present stand.
urd would have to take place, unless Congresa make
an rintion from the public ‘Treasury, which |
neither ask nor desire to sce mude.

Upon & view of all the circumstances, and with a

rfect sense of Lhe delicate jesponsibility assamed, 1
have felt mysell imperiously called upon to exercise a
power vested by theact of 1830 1n the Postuaster Gene-

the Department, to recommend s yeduction of the
rates ;snwﬁmlbyh:r. but invite & mo-

more generally 1o the ller coin of ghe U, States,
and salicit a revision of the laws regulating the post-
age on newspapers. | do not desire that the 1ates of
{m o on new " should be increased,
houg lhl!;‘h ml:-ln-v 10 the Departnent if the
principle of pre-j was applied to new ™,
pnu;.ﬂl such rmu‘l"un wis deenied 'leu
publie opinion. must, however, earnest ly invite
your atlention, and Im‘: you will call that of Congress
to the n iy of ¢ of some law by
which a just diecrimination may be made in the impo-
sition of newspapers and those mammoth peri-
odicals which assume the shape and vame of newspa-
pers, but which are, in fact, the re-publication of .,
reviews, and novels, sent through the post office, not
alwuys to subscribers, but in large masses Lo agents,
to vend in the markets of the moio distant cilies,
towns, and villages, which greatly incrense the size
and weight of the mails and 51- oxpensy of transjoria-
tion, without a conesponding ion to the De-
partment. The great number of these large publica-
tions which have been sent by the mail from Bulti-
more 10 Wheeling bas mainly contriboted to the fre-
quent irregularities of the Western mails for the last
iwelve months. | respectful'y inquire whether it is
just that the Ii?:;:d fes mail shall be compelled :l“
Lransport one we'pupers, weighing nearly a pound,
fur & cent and a balf, frim Bmﬁn n‘r No*, Yl:rlh o
Louisville, Kentucky, to a fuctor, 1o sell for the benefit
of the publisher, while the lotter of friendship or of bu-
sineas i taxed with twenty live cents postage between
the same points,

I have already alluded to the establishment of what
are called private expresses, for the carrying of letters,
rﬁ e and newspapers, upon the post roads of the

nited States, for pay and compennation, us vne cause
tending greatly 1o the reduction of the revenue of the
Department. | must bey leave aguin 1o bring the sub-
Jjeev more particularly to your notice, under a hope
that you will invite that ol Congress to the necessity
of sowe further legislation, more effectually to protect
the interests mnlrl“ho rights of the General Government
in its Post Office Department.

If there is ulg *rlm of exclusive power to Con-
gress upon which all unite in opinion, it is the power
1 establish post offices and post roads; and it may
fairly be aswumed as an admitted principle, that when
Coangress, in the exercise of that pewer, has establish-
ol road, the right of n State, or the individuels
of a State,to establish lines of transportation for letters,
packages and newspapers upon and over the same
lt:ml:.l for compensativa, cannot be suecessfully main.
tai

ned,

How far this usurped power has been exercised by
individusls, and to what extent, | am not fully in-
furmed; but the infurmation communicated to the De-
partwent induced me to avail myselfof the services of
the Fimt Assistant Postmaster Genersl while on s
r y visit of busi o Philadelplia, to colleet
and report to me such information upon the subject
as his other engagewents would permit; and 1 have
the honor now to submit to you his report.

Aunother report from the Fist Assistunt Postimaster
Gemeral, herewith submitted, will present you with o
detailed statement of the amount of wail service for the
yearending the $h June, IHI{ and the rate of cost |
tor the same in each State and Territery, distinguish-
ing between each character ol service. By this re-
port it will appear that the United States mail wos
transported on railroads and  steamboats 3,946,450
miles, at the cost of $5585,5843; on horse and in sulkeys
lﬂ,&&.ﬁﬁ! wiles, at & cost of FTHLNIT, in stages and
conches 16961 213 miles, at the cost of §1,791,635;
making a total aggregate of' annual transportation of
34,996 525 miles, at the rate ofcolt of #3,159,375.

The act of 1835 declares that “each railroad within
the limits of the United States which now is or heree-
afier may be completed shall be a post road;,” and in
that law, and the act of 1830, provisious lwi the
amount beyond which the Postinaster General is pro-
hibited from paying for the tragsportation of the wail
on railways will be found,

Gieat embarrassients to the Department have ari-
sen in the mwaking of contracts for the transportation
of the mail with many of the railroad companies, un
der the laws now in furce. Thuse embairassments |
arise mainly from two causes - the one, that the price
which the Depariment is enabled to pay, whether in
reference o its means or the mavimum fixed by the
legislation vt Congress, has been deomed inadeguate
by many of the principal companies. ‘The uthor arises
from an unwillingness on the pait of dome of the cow-
panies 1o run by o schedule prescribed by the Deparnt-
ment—preferring to run at sueh times as will best suir
the travel upon the toad —regardiog, ns it is natursl
for them to dv, the canying of the wail as secondary
to the transportation ot passengers.  The latter evil
has been particularly felt in the great Southern mail, |
on its transit from Washington city to New Yor [
The mail going South from New York is necessarily !
thrown upon the Philsdelphia and Baltimore railroad |
in the night, between Philadelphia and Baltimore ; |
and the Southern mwail for New York is compelled to
lie over twelve hours in Baltimore, unless the Phila-
lelphi pany ean be induced to run that trip also
in the night, 'i‘ilii} they have deelined doing, unless
the Department would pay them a compensalion

reater Lhan is authorized by the laws of Congress.
{lnurr u hope that some arrangement could be made,
at least during the session of Congiess, if no longer, |
addressed o the presidents of the railroad companies
concernel in the tunsportation of the mail between
the city of Washington a letier, a copy of which,
and the report of the First Assistant Postmaster Gen-
eral upon this aubject, are herewith submitted.

An anxious desire to ellect some pérmanent arrange.
ment with the railroad companies for the transporta-
tion of the mail, upon a basis which shall be both just
and unifurm, considering the nature of the service
performed by each, induced me to invite a meeting of
the Presidents of the different companies, in the city
of Washington, on the 1st of January next; and |
am gratified at the prompt wanner in which all who
have been heard from have consented to attend, and a
hope in cherished that some arrangement, satistuctory
to all parties, and beneficial to the public, may yet be
effected. ; .

I'he improved mode of interc tion by ruil-
road anid steam, vpersting under chartered rights
granted by the States, and over which it W not pre-
tended that the General Goveinment, wuch less the |
Pust Oftice Depariment, can exercise any control, im- |

% upon Cungress, inomy opinion, new duties and |
ubligatiuns, which can only be cancelled by the adop- |
tion of suime measure whetely the Post Otfice Depart. |
ment way, vpon adequale consideration, secure by
compact the right to transport the mail in lllw carg ul
tailrvad companies, and at the same time give to the
Department the power to control the departure and ar-
rival oftl.e same

There is now paid to the different railroad compa-
nies, annually, over £400,000 for the service, without
power in the Drepariment to regulate the tavel, arn- |
val, aml departure of the mail ; and constant and fre-
quent difficulties, buth in entering into and the exe-
cution of contracls, are presented.

It has oceurred to me that the present was o muost
favorable perivd for the adoption of sume measure by
C

ral, and have readjusted the iy .".l U
uwllowed to deputy postmasters, By this regulation, o
copy ol whmnnmnud. there will be added Lo the
nett annual of the Depar t about $100,-
000. | thought it better 1o do this than eiber Lo ask
Congress for an appropriation, or to reduce the trans-
portation of the mail below the just wants of the
community, ]

When it is known that this reduction has been made
to ennble the to send intelligence among
the le, by continuing and e ling mail facili-
lies, & i

pot in & spirit ol parsimonious ¢conomy, the
hiberal and enligh 1 of all ions will, | am per-
suaded, approve what has been done ; and I will not
allow myself Lo believe that thoss whow it most inme-
dintelv affects will view it in an illiberal spirit,
Should Congress, how.ver, not approve of this mea-
sure, they will have it in their power, before the vrder
tnkes effect, to arrest its foree; and will no douln
adopt the nectssary mensures to require the reduction
ol mail service, or Lo provide the means of paying the
bulance which will be due to contractors at the end of
@ year. ¢
‘h'lhe annexed report of the Auditor of | the Post
Office Department (warked B) will exhibit the pro-
gress which has been made in the adjustment and li-

- quidation of the sccounts of postmasters since the dih

of March last.

It is to be expected that among 14,000 depury post-
masters (appointed generally withouta personal know-
I of 1&” indiri‘f:,nh or their securitiin) there will
be tound some who will prove faithless 1o their trusts,
and whose wecuritics are not fgood for the amount Jue
the Department. In view of this, | bave instituted a
rigid inquiry, not only into the fitness and business
qualifisat of the p ters, but the sulvency ol
their secorities, from which the Lest resulls mny be

ticipated.  ‘This of , performed in past by the
.pni.'l agents of the Department, under the letter of
instructions annexed, (marked C) and the prompt
sertlement of the ofall p %, will mure
effectually guard the Department from losses by de-
faultin, masiers,

’]‘hl'tmclion uf the Ellf_npon letters is a sub-
jeet which has engaged the public attention for years,
wnd is one of great interest to the whole commu-

n : . ¥
s Lis contended by many, whose opinions are enti-
tled 1o respectful consideration, that the reduction of

age would yive an incrense of revenue.  Without
undertaking to discues this question at present, | am
yiot prepared, from the present ﬁulﬂclnl:‘nndillun ul

, whereby to secure to the United States the
rlgh?w transport the muil upon these roads 1o all tiwe
to come, free of any annual charge upon the Post
Otfice Departinent, by the advancement of 4 sui in |
gross, which may be agreed upon, to each of these |
culnpanies, or wuch of thein as may lgn.' willing to con-
tract, Many of the railroad companies, and some of
them constituting  most impoitant links in the great
chain of intercommunication between Boston and
Chatleston, owing to the great derangement of the
monetary concerns of the world, and the depression of
all Staie and company stocks, find themselves labor-
ing under embarrissments and difficulties, which the
pidgof  the General Goverpment, applied in the way
propoecd, would efectunlly 1emove, and at the same
lime secure to the United States the advantage and the
ample equivalent of transporting the mal upon these

roads.

T'he ceedit of the United States to an amount nol
greater thun the sum necessary to produce, at five per
cent, interest, the wiwount paid by the Post Office De- |
partment to these companies anuuslly, would, 1 have
no doubt, be sufficient to accomplish this desirable |
end. ‘Tlie prompt and favorable action of Congress |
upon this subject at the present e, would effcetually |
aecnre the Guvernment against the danger of being |
called ypon for occasional and large approp |
moet the balances doe by the Dep rtment. l

Do | ask the United Stares to do more for the Post |
Office Dopaitment than justice would seem to de- |
wand, especially when it iemembered that the whole |
expense of Lhe officinl correspondence of the Govern- |
ment and the public, and private correspondence of |
those entitled Ey law 1o the tranking privilege, is sus-
tained and paid by atax upon the correspondence of
the community T If by this arrengement the Depart- |
ment ig relieved from the heavy anoual charge as now |
rated, (and it has neither the power to lessen it nor to
prevent its increase,) it may be hoped that the object so
much demanded by cons.derations of public  justice
that of reducing the tax upon the friendly and busi-
ness cort tenes of individuple, will be sitaiped,
an, at the sume time, the usclulness of the publig
mail greatly enlarged and extended to those portions
of the Union hitherto ipeasurably denied the  neces-
sary mail facilities.

I,;' the Government was required to pay postage up-
on official eurrespondence, and 1f the Tranking privi- |
lego was abolished or reduced to proper limita, the re- |
venue of the Departinent would be increased to an |
nimount sutficient of wself 1o pay the interest upon |

the debt to be incurred by the proposed arrangement, |

dification of 5:.'... %o far as W make them eonform |

and liguidate the principal io less than thirty years.

1 ll..“pﬂ:l.fully submit to the President the propriety
of communicating to Congress the views uht‘ch len-
tertain and have ‘m expressed upon this subject,

Some embarrassments 0 the free transit of the
United States mail coaches over that part of the Cum-
o Virgihi v oo prpaeisacel dminthe oot
of Yin ave ex ari
year, ingident Lo & right assumed by hmfuhom
ﬁ'&%" te impose & tax upon the coach transporting

wail.

In the act of Congress proposing a cession of all
right which the United States claimed over said roud,
upon certain conditions, to the States through which
it kit was :l; ided that no 1ol upon

the stages, coaches, &e. ”:"TTE the United States
wail should be imposed,  'With s, other re-
servations and exceplions, the Btates of Maryland,
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Ohio the ces-
wion; and assuined the control over so much of the
road as s within their ive territories, 1t ap-

rs that, by & subsequent act of the Virginia Legis-
ature, su wuch of the act by which she m&rd the
1oad, exempling the stage cosch, &, conveying the
United States wal from the psyment of tolls, was re-

pealed, and a tax wan suthorized 10 be, and was im-

posed upon the same.  Without -Id.nn.uql ou with a
further basrative upon this subject, | su . the lot-
ters and currespomd of the Dep, tin relation
thireto; and the d panying the same.
Though the amount charged and exacted at the sin-
le gate in Vieginia is inconasiderable, yet, ifahe have
the nght 1o impose the toll, the other States have an
equal right, and will, most unquestionably, sssert il:
and thus an additional | burden of near §9,000
will be added to the iranspoitation of the United
States muil over that road, which is already the most
utuenliu mail conch service in the United States.

L is proper | should inform you that the u-
tion instituted against the ageat of Virginia, before |
was called to the discharge of the duties of this De-
g.rl..luﬂal., for obstructing the e of the United

tates mail on waid: road, by closing the toll-gate

sguinst the free pussage of the coach conveying the

mail, has, upon my suggestion, been suspended fur

the prevent, under a hope that, upon a full reprosenta-

ton of thie subject, by the "-n_sﬁr authority, to the
l‘l :

State of Virginia, all cause of difficulty might be re-
moved, without the necessity of & penal prusecutivn,

I submit, for your information, the report of the
chief elerk of the Post Office Department, in refs-
rence Lo Lhe expenditure of the appropriation, made
at the extra session of Congress, Lo pay the debts due
to the contractors and others for services rendered pri-
ur o the 3ist of Masch, 184).

I'liere are other aatters of detail connected with the
service ol this Departnent, which by law are required
to be reported w Congress ; and it 1s therefore deemed
inexpedient to bring themn particularly to your notice
in this communication, :

I have the honor to be, with respeetiul considera-
tion, your obedient servaut,

C. A. WICKLIFFE.

From the New York Courier and Enguirer.
RETURNS OF BRITISH RAIL ROADS.

There have been constructed and brought into ope-
ration in Gireat Britain, from the year l':ia] to Decen-
ber, 1840, upwards ot 1100 miles of Rail Roads, in
which has been iovested about sixty willions ot
pounds sterling, or 289 millions of dollars.  ‘I'he linea
have been much extended during the year 1841, On
the chain of Rail Roads connecting London with
Buirwungham, Liverpool, Manchester and Preston,
which with the branch t Aylesbury (7} wiles)
amounts to an aggregato length of about 260 unles,
the total receipts tor the year ending June 30, 1840,
were L1, 407,002, "The expenses during the same
period, including interest on burrowed money, being
L£920,893; or nearly 50 per cent ; miking an average
duily income of L4920 14 o £.5,; Ys. 3d. (about
#74,) per mile. The receipts on taese Rail Roads
since that period have greatly increased, while the ex-
penses have ljfllllllllhl‘ﬁ,

The London Rail Way Magazine, of Oct. 30,
sives the returns for one week in October, of a num-
t!‘l’ of Rail Roads in Great Britain, and one in Ire-

land, from which we have prepared the following
tables

Name Total  Receipts Length
weekly Re'pls per mile per miles
weok.

Birmingham and Derby, L1983 £291 45
Birnnngham and Gloucester, 1862 3N 48}
Chester and Birkenheud, “6 29y 14}
Easteirn Counties, B2 47 17
Glasgow and Ayr, 16 28 40}
Glasgow and Paisley, 219 333 22
Grand Junction and branches, 9049 56 14
Grent North of England, 1339 33, 14
Great Weitern, 12992 109 117}
Hull and Selby, uoh 31 304
Lancaster and Preston, . B W S

Liverpool and Manchester, 4685 151 3
London anid Birmingham, GS M2 ey
Aylesbury branch, T

Lindon and Blackwell, 068 174! it
Landon and Brighton, QU 47) in
London and Croyden, 491 i) i
Lamdon amd Greenwich, 779 208 3
London and South Western, BT T3 6
Manche-ter, Bolon, &, jo8G ney 10
Manchester and Birmingham, J13 e 19}
Manchester and Leeds, 4348 K7 '
Midland Counties, Q608 A6y 57

Newcastle and Carlisle, 1501 95 G0

Northern and Eastern, Latia - B
Nurth Midland, 4331 591 T
Noith Union, 1118 48 o9t
Preston and Wyre, 19 123 149}
Ulster, ( breland, ) 208 26} ]
York and North Midland, 1665 72 23}
Total receipts in one week, L79.646 miles 1226

Equal to $352 300, averaging on the above 1226 miles
of Ratl Rond $312 per mule,  “About 40 per cent,,
or two-fifths of the receipts,” says the London Rail-
way Magazine, “may be accounted for wear and vear,
and the rest is profit to pay interest of cost.” The
net income of the above Rail Rouds during the week
stated, after deducting 'Iﬂ‘l:r cent. is aboul $187 per
mile, or 220,350 on the 1296 miles —equivalent ty 811,
027,710 per anoum,

It is to be olserved that several of the works in the
above list are only in part opened, bat the length of
ench ruil road, ps stated, is near the actusl number of
miles at present in operation,

The following are the returns of passengers con-
veyed inone week in October, on some of the aboy
Rail Roads

per aveek, per day

Chester and Birkenhead, 6,356 THH
Eastern Counties, 26,192 2170
Glusgow and Ayr, 12,939 2167
Gilasgow and Paisley, 11,961 1,993
Great Western, 29 783 4,205
Flult and Selby, 3 801 [
Lancaster and Preston, 204 ATl
Laomdon and Blackwell, 45,340 5,49
o and Brighton, 4,342 6520
do il Croydon, 7.897 1,125
do  amd Greenwich, 25,6017 4,660
Maunchester and Birmingham, 10,820 1,546
Midland Counties, 9,382 1,340
Northern and Eastern, 9 667 1,365
North Union, 3,936 ni2
Preston and Wyre, 1,927 270
Ulister, ( Belfast) 7,985 1,041
Yourk and N, Midland, 7.7 1
To ol 536 miles, A5, 223 29,510
Average per milas, 4583 5

This number of passengers would be equal to 440
per day ou N miiles of the Harlem Rail Road, 4,990 on
the Utica and Schenectady Rail Road, (74 miles,) or
24,750 on the N. Y. and Erie Rail Road, (450 miles )

New Total Abstinence Publication. —Mr. E. C, De«
lavan, of Albany, whose generous expenditure of
time and money in the cause of total abstinence, haa
given him n pretty wide reputation in this Siate, has
ublished the first number ofa new work called the
I:‘.nquin-r. It si exelusively devoted to the spread of
information relating to the nature and eMects of diyn-
kennrss,

AN EXILE'S PROPHECY.
Enllmd ! thy sun is setting !
L ha‘.lm waxeth dim ; :
Tla? nius, her ¢ forgetting,
Chaunteth tby dying hymn !

England | Uiy heart is rotten !
Corruglion rankleth ihere ;

Soon wilt thou be forgotien,
But as a race that were !

Look at thy lation—
Hear yo lhmhmllling ught
Hee ye not gaunt Starvation,
Aund the death glance of her eye 1

What though thy pampered mini
Thy ministers and lords,

Deal forth their grave opinions
In fair and honeyed words 1

W hat though they hang around thee
drapery of sfeel ?
What though thy fleets surround thee 1
Yet thou hast nerves to feel ! !

And palsying death is stalkiog
Along thy life-path now ;

And, in its noon-tide walking,
Blancheth thy sadd’ning brow !

Thy arrogance hath doomed thee
‘Lo sure and sudden death !

Thy vice, thy pride entomb thee
Ere check'd by shortening breath |

And think'st thou, hauglity nation,
T'hus verging on thioe end,

To meet thine uwn salvation
By grosping at thine friend ?

Maurk thee! thy desth-spasm, England,
Doth in that last elutch lie!

And pations round thee, England,
Prepare to see thee die!

land ! thy sun is setting |
hy glory waxzeth dim ;
Thy Genius, her charge furgetting,

Chaunis forth thy dying hymn !
OPINIONS OF THE PRESS.

From the Spring field ( Mass,) Republican.

The President’s Message will be found on the ac-
compaying sheet, and o synopsis of e same in a col-
umn of the Republican ; so that those of our readers
who have not time to read the Message, ean learn its
substance from the synopsis.  'The Prosident is plain
apd frank in the expression of his sentiments, some of
which are sound and good, and none of which are
we disposed 1o find tault with, It will be read, we
think, with general approbation.  His remarks on the
foreign relations, state credit und the tariff, are especi-
ally acceptable.  As to the financial project, it looks
fair, but we are unable st this time, o give any opinion
of s menits, or probability oF suceess.

Frrom the Philadelphia Am. Sentinel.

Narionat. CuRRENCY.—IU appears to us, that the
pablic mind leans daily more and more in favor of the
proposition of President Tyler, in relation to u national
currency.  We bhave head of no flaring up with the
leading party men, except ina solitary instance, ‘The
nation is waiting calmly for something that will tend
Lo revive the energies of the people ; nod as party spirit
is nearly hushed upon the subject, we may expect the
meinbers of Congress to act with becoming delibera-
tion. Al eyes are upon them, and expect they will
nol return bome without bringing inte exisience soue
financial measure, wholly untrammelled by party
politics,

From the American Sentinel.

The President's Message— President T'yler’s Mes-
sage appears daily 1o increase in popnlarity.  Reason-
able men of all paries seem to be abundaotly satisfied
with it.  Ns great and most commendable moderation,
its lofty tone of patriotisi, ite concilistory  charseter
and sbove all the genuine nationsl feeling which it
breathes have rendered it univeisally weceptable —
President 'T'yler has proved  himsell o Democrat in
the true sense of the term.  His republican pa-
rentage und schooling have not Just  ther  influence
upon him, f

The * Fiscal Agent” we have little doubt, with im-
material modifications, will be adopted by Congress
| His ideas o regard to the Tarifl, and his recommen-
dativos touching the Navy, are such as might be ex-
v[ﬂl from a descendant of old Governor Tyler of

wrginia, and an American of liberal feelings and en-
laegedd views.  Tawe it all in all, the message of Pre-
sident T'yler creates an vrain the polities of this coun-
try, which will not be without its influence on the fu-
ture action ol the Governent.  We await the pro-
ceedings of Congress in reference o (s suggestions,
with entire confidence that they  will not disappuoint
popular expectations,

F'rom the Lowell Courier.

Onthe currency quesiion, the President offers a
briet’ outline of b plan. fur the Fieal Agent. It
does not dilfer materinlly from that which Las been
previously ascribed to b, 1t is eertainly somew lint
wriginal in some of its features.  Lis object 1s 1o se-
parate the purse from the swonl, to establish a sound
currency on good basis and facilitate exchanges,. We
are o wait fur the report of the Secretary of the Trea-
sury for the detnils of the plan.  What will be the
operation of this plun, we know not, neither do we
feel willing now to conjecture. It may operate well,
and doall that a bank can dio. Time can best settle
the question.  Asthe President is deadly opposed 1o
all bank projects, and as no other Fisbal Agent can
be obtained than that recomipended by him, we trast
that Congress, after an exsmination of the details of
the plan, and provided no weighty objections can be
found againstit, will at once ndopt it and test its va-
lue by wctual experiment. This currency warfare
which has raged so tuuch of late, must be ended, and
it certainly ennnot be ended during Mr, Tyler's rule,
except by the adoption of his plap, or s plan not dif-
fering from it matenally. Shoald it, on trial, prove
objectionable or inundequate to the objects aimed at,
let Cungrrss‘ at some future day, anpul and repeal it
We regret that Congress will be obliged to adopt &
plan which may fail. It would be much better that
the currency question could be settled once for all, on
sote plan, the operation of which is well known and
estubl sLed by experiment.  “I'he tranquility of our
nation and l{‘ll‘ regularily in watters relating to the
currency would no longer  be disturbed by the periodi-
cal returns of this bitter and -blighting currency war-
fare.

Asto the President’s scheme of the Fiscal Agent,
we confies we are too ‘mnch of a fyro in the nice
questions of finance and _currency o be able fully 1o
anticipate its operation. There ix mnlmu"h of the Sub-
Treasury principle in ity provision for managing mo-
ney affairs by Government otficers—too much of pa-
tronage and power—to tickle our fancy, though it
does not contain the seeds ot Mr. Buchanan's odious
project of reducing the -wages of labor. If properly

Amini ed, it might equal the rates of exchange
between the commercial cities, 'but instead of aiding
the currency of the interior, it might injure it by
attracting speciv into the vaults of the Government
agencies. I President Trlor can conseientiously go
so far towards the good ald plan of a National Bank
an Lo suggest several features of this new experiment,
it seems to us to bo unfortunate that he could not
éign the Inst bill passed by Congress for regulating
the currency which was proposed by his own con-
sent, imwm{ of vetoing it e would then have
had the sdvantageous, without the objectionable feu-
tures of the present prujer!. Mr. Benton 0|Il'.nP|] m
apy osition to the scheme as soon s the message way
nresented, and denouneed it Pennsylvania  Re
‘prbh\n n.

F'ram the Charleston Courier

The President's Meseage.—This is decidedly the
must respectable State paper, in lone, temper, anc 'f 1
aof composition, that has emanated from President Ty-
ler.  In reference to our relations with Gireat Britain
lie takes n moderate vet firoy and dignifiod stand. —
The subject of the currency and his new  plan
of a fiseal agency for the Government, are of course
the topies of chief interest.  We await the fuller re-
port of the Seeretary of the Trieasury before we de-
cide on the merits of this new project, It i, how.

This number contains u series of letters by the edi-
tor, on the use of intoxicating wine at the communion
tuble; an annlysiaof various wines, showing the pro-
portion of sleohol in each; letters from distingnished
clergymen and medical practitioners, and a mass of
facts intended to show the deleterions effects of wine-
bibbing.

But the most interesting part, is an eseay by D, |
Sewall, of Washington, on the pathology of drunk-
ennese, or it physical effects upon the natural sys-
tem. It iwillustrated by four large coloed drawings
of the appearance of the stomach ina healthy person,
in & moderate diinker, in a common drupkard, and in
a delirious sol,

The conteast between the delieate appearance of
the mucous membrane of a person in health, and that
of persont In the successive stages ol intemperance,
s remarkable.  Dr. Sewall, in his essays, attompte to
demansieate that the use of intoxicating liquors, even

ever, another experiment on the most dulicate and'pe-
| vilous of all subjects, and 10 relation to which the
| countey hus been already sickened and alinost ruined
| by the experiments of financial tinkers. At first
| blush, it seems to be a Government Bank, with the
power of paper issues in the shape of Treasury notes
wndd cortificates of deposite, and the right to deal in do-
mestic exchanges ; and its object to convert the Gov-
cenment into a grent banking conecrn, and mammoth
manufnciurer of paper money ’ ;

It proposes W be o panacea for all the disorders of
our currency and exchanges, and if it realizes this
promise, instead of proving a Pandora’s box of mis-
chiel, we shall award its inventor his due share of
menit and praise.  The sentiments of President Tyler
in redation to removals from office meet our cordial ap
prabation.

Noriwee —Divine service may be expected at the

in moderste quantities, -i--runglm the healthy action of
the stomaeh, of the brain, of theflungs, of the liver, of
the kidneys, ofthe skin and of the heart,

Capitol  on Sabbath next, at 11 o'clock, by one of
the Chaplains to Congress,

MUTINY AND MURDER.

Firom the New Orleans Courier of Dec. 2.
Extract from the log of the brig Creole, which ves-

arrived here this nl-!:
-'Mltlchu:;:.iu::rh. , with 135 slaves, and 5
haaabed Tasst qu_ Un

other p Yy

the Tth of ﬂunmh', at 8 p. m. the brig was hove to,
supposing she would make the island of Abaco n xi
say. Adter the passe ,and such of the crew as
were nol on dut’, bad turoed in—that is to say, about
ball past nine o'cloek p. m.—the slaves on board rose
and murdered Mr. Hewell, one of the passengers and
one of their owners. "This they did by stabbing him
with u bowie knife ; the slaves also wounded the cap-
tain aud one of the hands dangerously, and the chief
mate and another of the crew sevorely. Liul-drhl:

AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY OF THE UNI
TED STATES,

IrA m-.r lh:fu?picnlluh: and others fp.,
VATuus ol Mun, wWas, by permission of 1,
House m‘ﬂ the MMH\'E H‘:l'l at 4 o'clork
P.M., on the 15th inst., when the Hon James \|
Garneit, of Va., was called 0 the Chair, and ]}
Callan, of D. C. and R E. Hotner, of N, J . Weie
appoiuted Secretaries.

The Hon. Lewis F. L nn, Mo,

" Edmund Deberry. N, (.
Jose, Gules, Esq., D, C
Dr, Jumes W, Thowson, Del
Beuj. V. French, Esq, Mass
Jumes T. Gifford, Esq | 1|
were wade Vice Presidents.

was or could have been made, as neither passen s
crew were prepared for such an attack, snd there was
but one musket on board ; while the lll'-!“d‘r@:'h.
knives, and bludg , made by culling up I

1t is thought the whole plot was conirived before they
left Richmond. A fier obtaining command of the ves-
wel, the slaves broke open ranks, and ransacked every-
where. They, however, spared the lives of the sur-
viving passengers, mates, snd others, on condition
they should be taked to an Enghsh istand,

';III Crevle srrived at Nassau, N. P, on the 9th
November, The Consul of the United States bad
the Caplain and two of the men immediatoly taken
on shore, and their wounds dressed. The Gover-
nor of Nassau was requested 1o place a guard on
‘board, to prevent the slaves going on shore.  The re-
quest was complied with; and an investigation was
eld by the Magistrates of N , when nineteen of
the slaves were identified, us having been sctive in
the mutiny and murder, and were put under tempora-
ry confinement, the Governor refusing to send them
to the United States. The other 114 slaves were set
ut liberty by the authorities &t Nusaau.

The Captain of the Creole will, probably, recover
of his wounds,

We have been favored with the copy of the fol-
lowing extracts ‘of a letter from the American Censul
st Nussuu to Mr, Hale, editor of the New York Jour-
nal of Commerce;

Nassav, Novewber 14, 1541,
By her Majesty's subjects, and the authorities of
the colony, the slaves of the Creole wnyconm]el'ﬂl
and trealed s passengers, they being all i togoon

The Ch.l.q’mn‘ :lvung._ in & very neat and happy

) the 1 Y
Hon. H. 8. Ellsworth, D .
“  D.H. Lewis, Ala
# Jas. A. Pearce, M,
4 Zadue Casey, lil.
" Geo. M. Keim, Penn
John Jooes, Esq., Del.
Peter Thacher, Esq., Mass.
a Committee to present a constitution for (he gover,
went of the Society, whe, having retited for s 10
muoments, reported a constitution which was read
adopted,
gjq motion, J. 8. Skinner, Exq ' Hon. Dixon ||
wis, and Hop. H. L. Ellsworth were appointed |,
3 Y.n o B Copy uf the
Ch 's ‘wddiess tor publi :
. The Hon. Levi Woodbary, N. H
" Lewis F', Linn, Mo,
3 W, C. Rives, Va.
" D. H. Lewis;, Ala.
Ay W. €. Johason, MJ,
Jubn Hasiings, Ky.
4 H. H. Ellsworth, D, C.
John 8. skioner, E.q., D. C
J, F.Callan, D, C
were appointed a Committee to select the officers o)
the Society, to serve until the first general meeting
and exhibition, on the 4ih day of May next, (1842
Un wotion of Mr. ‘Vorry, of Boston, Muassu |,
sells, 1L wan
Resolved, That the Board of Control of the 50,
3, be instructed to present u petition 1o the pris )

shore in boats tendered to them from sbore.  he
American Consul remonstrated against this, inas-
wuch as the slaves were Anierican property, and had
nn more right tu be removed from I'.EI! vessel thun the
cargo of lobaccy,

‘The Captamn of the C. is convalescent and doing
well, so are the other wounded.

Un the liberstion of the negroes, a vessel was put
up for Jamaiea, 10 take emigrants, pussage free, and o
number of the revollers took pansage.

REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR

This document shows that Mr. Spencer has u.pplird
his proverbial industiry with great promptuess in dis-
charge of the duties uf his new station ; and his di-
rect and clear up‘pum: h to the various and important
topics of which he treats, instead of the cir locu-
tion and mystification so common in official papers,
will induce those 1o read and be informed, who would
otherwise throw the paper by as lumber, e have
neither space nor time lur a general synopeis, but con
tent vursell’ with a reference to some of the more
prominent topes. We are plessed to find that, as
there is to be a line of western posts, there isa recom
mendation frum General Scott thst two regimants
shall be added 1o the Army.  The Secretary speaks
with decision, and well, in reference to the Military
Academy, He also speaks strongly in reference to
the modes of keeping accounts, which are disgraceful
to the Government and oppressive to all who have any
with it. The Secretary is in his element in reference
to the Indian schools, and we hope he will give them
clude altention.

We approve of a total severance of civil officers
from wiluary affairs, and think that the Wuartermaster
General does right 1o dispense with the use of & elothing
 bureau at Wnﬁingtun. The Secretary may perhaps
tind that the naton will not concur with Bin as to the
nen-user of foating batterien in harbors ; they cannot,
in our judgment be dispensed with,  But we must re-
fer the reader to the entire document, — N ¥, Srand-
ard.

PENNSYLVANIA LEAD

It would appear from the fullowing article i the
Sunbury Awmencan that there s n fair promise that
tead will be added 1o the hist of minersl resources in
which the State of Pennsylvania abounds so abun-
dantly i

The Lead Mine disenvered near Sunbury is not ps
some suppose, one of the humbugs of the day,  Seve
rul winers have been engaged fur the Inst six months,
in driving gangways and making other excavations —
During that time they have taken out about vne hun-
dred tons of good ore. We were informel by one of |
e miners that they have now extended the gangway |
almost twe hundied feetinto the ll, and that the
vein of ore pires s w breast of about five and a hall|
feet.  "Phere are, inoall wight veins, imbedded in com- |
poct lunestone, These veins ure  plainly  visible, |
cropping oul, as the miners term it, on the wp of the
hill, ranging trom five 1o twenty feet apart, Thr]
workmen say that two hands ean tuke out sbout tifty
tuns of ore per month,  This ure, we understand, has |
been analyzed in New York and Philadelphia, and
found to yield from G to B per cent., depending upon
the quality of the speeimens terted. We have seen
bullets cast from it, by smelting somne of the ore in an|
ron ladle, over & common smith's fite. Those inte- |

early in the -I\ritu_r. when the whole matt
Tully and fairly tested. i

* Autograph of Benjamin Frankline— A receipt was |
shown us on Saturduy, in the hand-writing of this |
extraordinary man, ok which the following is an exact |
copy

CApril 22, 1742, Recvived of Mr. Janvier of New:
castle Ten shillings fur one years Newe

“BFHaNKkN

In u biographical notice of Franklin, we read as
follows: “In Englund he worked some time as a
printer, bul not receiving the promised assistance, he
returned 1o Philadelphia in 1732, when he issued his
first publieation, 'Poor Richard's Almanack,' which |
became very popular, and shortly after added to his
lab re a newspaper.” It was for a yem's subseription
towai | newspaper that the nbove receipt was given,
und by the way, the money must have been paud in
adeance. — N, ¥, Joitr.of Com,

BRILLIANT SCHEMES
Y be Dyawn in December, 1841,

J. G. GREGORY & (0., Managers.

%$30,000 Capital !

Fifteen drawn numbers out of 75.
GRAND CONSOLIDATED LOTTERY.
Class A, for 1811,

To be drawn at Wilmington, Del. on Thuraday, 234
December, 1541
GRAND ACHEME,

$30,000; $10,000.

1 prize of #7,000 1 I prize of  §5,000
1 da 3000 1 du 2510
1 do R 1 du PR
] du 1,750 1 do L
| do 15,5 | LY (IS (L1
1 do 1,300 1 da 1,250

1 de of 1,200, i
50 Prizes of 1,000 !!
&e,, &e,
Tickets §10—Halves $5—Waarters §2 50
Certifientes of packages of 20 whole tickets, 130 (0
1, do, 25 half diy, (R
1. du, 20 quarter do, a2 oo

$40,000! $15,000! |
Fifteen Drawn Nos. out of Seventy-five.
GRAND CONSOLIDATED LOTTERY.
Class B for 1841,
Tu be drawn st Wilmington, Del on Thursday Sith
December, 1541,
GRANDUCAPITALS.

$40,000 !

£ 15,000—% 10, 000—86, 000—25, 000 — $',t‘lmn_
).

rested in the work, intend to put up a smelting turnuce | Golden Boot, ne

of the Unied Siates, to set apart the 50,01,
suntin bequest for the establishment orl an Agriculty
ral School and Experimental Farm, in the Distie
Columbin, and to provide courses of public leciur,
upon Chemistry, Butany, Geology, and such il
branches of Science and the Arts o8 may best
wote the interests of Agricuiture throoghout 11,
Country,

ber of p lled their nui. es as e
bers ; the mecting was giaced by the presence of iy
ladies. It was £

Ordered, "I'hat the proceedings be published in 4|
the city papers, and the mecting adjourned,

J.F. CALLAN,
K. E. HORNER,
Secretaries

Subscription papers are left with the Secretary of
l_hl! Senate, the Clerk of the Huouse of Repres
tives, the Librarian of Congress, the Commissione o!
Palunu,_ and the Secictaries of the Mewting, whi s
those wishing 1o become members, can enrol their
nies, Dee, 15, 1t

EW AMERICAN STEEL PENS —W. Fu

- N CHER would invite the attention of Menibers of
Congress, Heads of Bureaus, Banking Houses, Mer
chants, and T'eachers of Schools, 1o an examination
and trial of the Metalie Pens, manufactured by )
sinh Huyden & Co., of Massachusetts, 1o whom o
silver nedal was awarded by the American Institute in
New Yok for the superiority of their Pens. A Iarge
supply of thew, is for wholesale and vetail at Stationers’
Hall, the proprietor of which has been appointed
Agent, and will take plessure in showing the variety
of Pens toall who way cullor seml for them, 5

TWO HUNDRED REAMS COMPLIMENT
PAPER.—W. Ficuir has recently received 200
renns Uolng;hmmf Paper, comprising the very best
quality of Enghsh, French, and American manufac-
ture, of various sizes, with envelopes to mateh,  Also
every variety of Colored Sealing Wax und Walers,
with every other article in the Stutionury line of su-

perior quahty constantly for sale ut Statoners' Hall
dec 15—3t

l OTICE—The Meinbers of Congress, and other
- ¥ strangors an the city during the s ssion, are cor-
dially 1nvited to oceupy any seats they  may find con-
ventent, in D Lowrie's Church on B stren i thie pul-
pit ol which, 11 now suppliad by the Rey
1 uston,

Huours of service 11 o'clock, A M. and hali Jiat
3 PM,

Sepl wis

By order of the Board of Trustees.
Doe. 15, 1541,

AW NOTICE - JAMES A BERTHELOT
& JAMES T, ARCHER, having sssociated
themselves in the pructice of the Law, under the tirm
of Brimueror & Awcuer, will attend regularly jitie
several Courts of the Middle and  Apalachicola Dis
triets, and also the Court of Appents st Vallabasser
2w Residence—Tallabozser, Middle Florida.
JAMES A. BERTHELOT,
JAMES T. ARCHER
Dee. 17 4t
Mmoo THE PUBLIC,—REMOVAL —WHIT
NEY & GRIFFIN, having been driven from
their former business loeation, would inform their cus-
tomiers and the Public that they have boughtout the
estabilsiment of Mr. J, B. Furd, sign of the lorge
arly opposite Brown's Hotel, where

er will be | they may be found ‘at sll times ready to serve thoss

who way faver them withacall.  They have on hand
a viry extensive assortnent of Boots and Shoes of
almost every description, which they here pledge thew
selves to sell much below their former reduced prices,
which will, they think, make it an objeet well worthy
the attention of all all those who wish o save money
in these imes of exigeney.

In the purchase of Mr. Ford's stock there is a qua-
tity of various kinds of shoes, which are rather out of
the present fashion, which will be sold st from 50 10
75 cents per pair.  Those who are nat very paiticulac
as to shape will find greal bargaing in these shoes.

Clur stock consists; in part, of the following articles,
viz.
Genllewens' fine Dress Boots

Do Pump sule  do

Do Cork sole o

Do Water-proot Double solu do

Do Common Pegged do

Do Pump Sule ﬁr‘gt‘d du

Do tine Diess Bootees

Do do Double sole do

Du do Bingle sole do

Do Common Double do

Do Gumelastic Overshoes, with  leather
soles, n new arthicle

Do Plain and figured Ludia rubbor Shoes

o India rublber Shoes

Boys  fine and Dress Boots

(i do Double sole do

o coarse Water-proot do

Lo fine Diress Bootees and Pumps

Do COmmun do

Ladies'  black and colored Guiter Boots

Do white and black Satin Slippers

Do black and colured Moreceo do

Do high and low o Walking
Shoes .

L high  and  low  Lea her  Whalking
Shoes

o plain and fur-bonnd  Rubber Shoos

with leather solos
Migses and Children's Lesther and Moroeco Baots

Do hagh and low Walking Shoes
Do Hack and colored Maoroceu
Slipgurs

Do India rubiber Over-shoes
I da do fur-bound and

plain, with leather soles

With a general assortment of leather shoes of every
deseription for Servants, Men, Women, and Chil
dren, which will be sold at the lowest prices possibil
for the cash. .

Our object is to well for eash, and we herchy Je
clare that no establishment whatever ean undersell vs
as vur goods are purchased at headquarters

We also manofacture every article in the line of
our profession.  Having the best materials the cou
ey affords, and our workmen being unsurpossed,
hesitate not in saying that those who favor us w
their orders may depend on having articles inferor
none in this or in any other country.

Alsa, 2 pieces India Rubbes Cloth on hand, 3 4 an

a0 prizes of £1,000—060 of F300—60 of $300—

129 of $200—65 of §100—& e, &e.

6 Numbwr Lottery—13 Diawn Ballots |
Tickets §10— Halves 8 —Quarters 82 5 |
Certificates of Packages w6 Whola Tickets $130

1o do 20 Half do )

I e 26 Quarter  do &2 50|
For tickets and shares, or eertificates of package. |
in the above splendid Liotteries, aiddress ]

J. GGREGORY & CO., Managers,
Washingtoncity, b
Dieawings sent immediately after thev are over, to

call who order as above, L |
nov 20—2awlwd&e

b4 wde, tor carniage makers' wse, which will be «
low WHITNEY

dee 17=3t W. T GRIFFIN

HEOLOGICAL COLLOQUIES, by Rev |
C. Thornton, complete in one volume vetava, |
ing n Compeni of Christian Divimity | specul ot
and practical, founded on Senpture and Heason
signed to aid the headn of fanilies | young men abio
to enter the Ministry and the vouth of both Sexes,
their efforts to obtain and communicate a knowled
of true pioty.  Just received and for sale by .
June ¥F. TAYLOR

R T T —




